


“All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAS 



“The grass withers, the flower fades,

but the word of our God stands forever”

Isaiah 40:8



Early
Christian

Scribe



I am
the Lord,
thy God!



1884
Hebrew
English
Bible



Antiochus IV,
(Called “Epiphanes”--God 

Manifest),
Defiler of Israel 

Bust of Antiochus IV at the
Altes Museum in Berlin



Papyrus Fragment

Used as wrapping material 
(cartonnage) for an 
Egyptian Mummy

Ca. 246 BC – 14 AD.

The script is Coptic, an 
Egyptian script adopted 

from the Greek alphabet, 
ca. 2nd century BC.

Reconstructed text,  second line:



Torah Fragment
on parchment
ca. 17th century



WHAT??





The 
Apocryphal 

book of
1 Esdras

From a portable 
Friar’s Bible, hand-

written on Vellum in 
Bologna, Italy

Ca. 1275



1526 Septuagint 
(LXX)

Printed in
Strasbourg, France

by W. Kopfel

A leaf from 2 Samuel 
chapter 14 



Paul-1st Missionary Journey



1573 Greek 
and Latin 

Polyglot New 
Testament

Codex Replica



1. Determine the authority of the writer. 

2. Is it spiritual in character?

3. Does it agree with the Old Testament doctrinally and 
prophetically?

4. Does it have more-or-less-universal-reception by the 
Christian church? 

5. Is it recognized as inspired by the Holy Spirit? 

Tests to Determine the Inspired Scriptures



 





A folio from P46, 
an early 3rd

century New 
Testament 

manuscript used 
in discerning the 
Christian canon



“The sum of 
Thy word is 
truth, and 

every one of 
Thy righteous 
ordinances is 
everlasting.”

Psalm 119:160



A Late Imperial Follis 
struck in honor of 

Emperor Diocletian
Ca. 340 A.D.



Leaf from a 
Latin Prayer 

Book
Handwritten on Vellum,

Ca. 1390



Illuminated

Book of

Hours

France
ca. 1475



oops!

Photo of CCC MS 1 fol. 215v, used by permission of the President and Fellows of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, UK



1482 Latin
Vulgate 

Incunabula

Jerome in his study



Johann 
Tetzel offers 
a special, full 
indulgence (a 

pardon for 
sin’s 

penalties). 
Luther called 
this lucrative 
traffic “The 

pious 
defrauding 

of the 
faithful.”



16th 
Century 

Papal 
Indulgence



John Wycliffe’s 
New Testament

1410 Wycliffe NT that belonged 
to Richard Hunne, Martyr
Photo used by permission from  Greatsite.com



Burning Wycliffe’s Bones,
Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, 1563



The Gutenberg Bible, 
1455

Photo courtesy of the Huntington Library, San Marino, CA.



A Portion of the 95 Theses printed 
in Latin

Ca. 17th century     





1552 Tyndale 
New 

Testament
“Lord, open the 

King of England’s 
eyes”





1535 
Coverdale 

Bible



1551 Tyndale-Matthews Bible
Printed by Willyam Bonham, London



The
“Chained Bible”

Printed by
Thomas Petyt,

London

Great
Bible



Queen of 
England

July 19, 1553 -
November 17, 1558





Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, 2nd edition, 1570



1611 Geneva Bible
The Bible of the 

Protestant 
Reformation

Aboard the Mayflower with the 
Geneva Bible



The 1592 Geneva Bible belonging to William Bradford,
Governor of Plymouth Colony. This Bible is on display

in the Pilgrim Hall Museum in Plymouth, Massachusetts.  



Title page 
of the 1560 1st edition of 

the Geneva Bible



1568 Bishop’s 
Bible

Printed in 
London by 

Richard Jugge
1st Edition



1600 Rheimes 
New Testament
Printed by Daniel 
Veruliet, Antwerp



The King 

James Bible

Published by Peter 
Parker, in Oxford, 

England, in the year 
1682



God’s Word is
Our Heritage



Under dictator Nicolae Ceaușescu Romanian paper mills turned bibles into toilet 
paper. Words from the Bible, such as Jesus, are clearly visible and are marked with 

ball-point pen. 
Photographed with permission at The Bible Museum, Amsterdam, Holland 

Jesus







“The grass withers, 
the flower fades, but 

the Word of our 
God stands forever.”

Isaiah 40:8




