


ñAll Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.ò 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAS 



åThe grass withers, the flower fades,

but the word of our God stands forever

Isaiah 40:8



Early
Christian

Scribe



I am
the Lord,
thy God!



1884
Hebrew
English
Bible



Antiochus IV,
(Called ñEpiphanesò--God 

Manifest),
Defiler of Israel 

Bust of Antiochus IV at the
AltesMuseum in Berlin



Papyrus Fragment

Used as wrapping material 
(cartonnage) for an 
Egyptian Mummy

Ca. 246 BC ɀ14 AD.

The script is Coptic, an 
Egyptian script adopted 
from the Greek alphabet, 

ca. 2nd century BC.
Reconstructed text,  second line:



Torah Fragment
on parchment
ca. 17th century



WHAT??





The 
Apocryphal 

book of
1 Esdras

From a portable 
Friarôs Bible, hand-

written on Vellum in 
Bologna, Italy

Ca. 1275



1526 Septuagint 
(LXX)

Printed in
Strasbourg, France

by W. Kopfel

A leaf from 2 Samuel 
chapter 14 



Paul-1st Missionary Journey



1573 Greek 
and Latin 

Polyglot New 
Testament

Codex Replica



1. Determine the authority of the writer. 

2. Is it spiritual in character?

3. Does it agree with the Old Testament doctrinally and 
prophetically?

4. Does it have more-or-less-universal-reception by the 
Christian church? 

5. Is it recognized as inspired by the Holy Spirit? 

Tests to Determine the Inspired Scriptures



 





A folio from P46, 
an early 3rd

century New 
Testament 

manuscript used 
in discerning the 
Christian canon



The sum of 
Thy word is 
truth, and 

every one of 
Thy righteous 
ordinances is 
everlasting.

Psalm 119:160



A Late Imperial Follis 
struck in honor of 

Emperor Diocletian
Ca. 340 A.D.


