
WEAK NEED

WEAK KNEED



“For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in 

my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the 

doing of  the good is not.”  Rom.  7:18

“For the mind set on the flesh is death…”  8:6

“…even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of 
the body.”  8:23

THE HOLY SPIRIT PRAYS:  



1.  KNOWINGLY ABOUT MY WEAKNESS.  vs.  26a

“In the same way the Spirit also helps our 

weakness…”



When we don’t pray.

“…you do not have because you do not ask.”  James 4:2

When we come with self-centered motives.   

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”  
James 4:3



When we don’t trust the Lord.

“But let him ask in faith without any doubting…for let 
not that man expect that he will receive anything 
from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable 
in all his ways.”  James 1:6-8

When we give up.

“Now He was telling them a parable to show that at 
all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart.”  
Luke 18:1



When we harbor sin or unforgiveness.

“Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live 
with your wives, and treat them with respect as the 
weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious 
gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”  
1 Pet.  3:7  (NIV)

“But your iniquities have made a separation between 
you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face 
from you, so that He does not hear.”  Is.  59:2 



2.  SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSING MY NEED.  vs.  26b

“…for we do not know how to pray as we should…”

How are we supposed to pray?  



Passionately

“…The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 
much.  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it did not rain 
on the earth for three years and six months.”  James 5:16-17

Constantly

“Pray without ceasing.”  1 Thess.  5:17



With prayer as our priority.  

“Devote yourselves to prayer…”  Col.  4:1  

“And they were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostle’s teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.”  Acts 2:42



3.  WITH PRECISE COMMUNICATION.  vs.  26c  

“…but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words.”

“Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not 

quench the Spirit.”  1 Thess.  5:17-19



“Miners refuse to work after death”

“New obesity study looks for larger test group”

“Children make nutritious snacks”

“Criminals get nine months in violin case”



4.  EXACTLY THE WILL OF GOD.  Vs.  27

“And he who searches the hearts knows what 

the mind of the Spirit is, because he 

intercedes for the saints according to the will 

of God.”



“O Lord, you have searched me and you know me.  

You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive 

my thoughts from afar.”  Ps.  139:1-2  (NIV)

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God.  

Everything is naked and exposed before his 

eyes, and he is the one to whom we are 

accountable.”  Heb.  4:13  (NLT)



“And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.’  Then, when they 
had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away.”  Acts 13:2-3

“And they passed through the Phrygian and Galatian 
regions, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak 
the word in Asia; and when they had come to Mysia, they 
were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did 
not permit them.”  Acts 16:6-7



“And this is the confidence which we have before Him, 

that, if  we ask anything according to His will, He hears 

us.  And if  we know that He hears us in whatever we 

ask, we know that we have the requests which we have 

asked from Him.”  1 John 5:14-15

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, 

these are the sons of God.”  Rom.  8:14

“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the 
Spirit…”  Eph.  6:18



APPLICATION FOR ME:  



WEAK NEED


